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Thoughts from the President

Giving thanks

November is the month

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my
prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until
now, being confident of this, that He who began a good
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day

of Christ Jesus.”
Glen Osborn, COM President
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Snapshots from our workers

From John and Karen Zondlo, Colorado State University-Pueblo

at the

From Danny

Greetings from Colorado! We were very excited
when “W,” a scholar that Karen had been helping
and studying with, decided to make Jesus the
“boss” of her life! She was baptized at our church

end of August, just before she returned to

China. This was a team effort; a friend from
church and another Chinese partner also met
with “W” to help her understand who Jesus

is and what “saved by grace” really means.

She started attending church regularly
with us last fall and was deeply moved by
the love people shared with her and the

consistent peace she experienced with

the Christians she met.

and Susan Forte, SUNY, Albany

We had a wonderful, safe trip to Amish Country! Eighteen

internationals, including two children and six volunteer leaders made up our

party. Despite a malfunctioning brake caliper, we arrived on time at the Sight

and Sound Theater for their production of Joseph. The acting, scenery, live

animals, singing and story brought glory to God and an understanding of the

gospel to all of us. The next day was devoted to discovering the Amish way of

life — a guided tour of an Amish
home, farm and school. We also
took buggy and train rides,
explored covered bridges and
enjoyed some very good food.

On Sunday, we all attended a local
church before heading home.
Many seeds were planted for the
Kingdom of God. Please pray
these seeds will find good soil and
produce relationships with Jesus.
Thanks again to all of youdor your

prayers and support!




“K’s” mother. Knowing she did not have good eyes, I asked her if she would

like to listen to the Bible. She said, “Yes!” I started to pray silently in my
heart. After we listened to the first chapter of John, I wasn’t sure if she would
like to continue, so I asked. Without hesitation, she said, “Yes” again! She
kept squeezing her earphone closer to her ear, listening on and on. When we
probably had listened to chapter six or seven, I felt sleepy and started to lean
back: I looked and she was still awake, sitting straight and continuing to
listen. Later, she asked me to summarize what we had listened to, so I shared
the gospel with her. When I asked her if she wanted to accept Jesus as her
personal Savior, she nodded her head! She said that she would give up
Buddhism, and we prayed together. I was amazed by the Holy Spirit’s work
in her heart. Praise the Lord!

From Heidi Ifland, University of Washington, Seattle

It’s been a joy to serve the visiting Chinese scholars at the University of
Washington this past spring. Some highlights: We saw our volunteers and
hosts grow in confidence and step up their service to meet new needs. We
saw new dimensions of friendship develop due to Amelia (my baby) and all
the wonderful conversations surrounding parenting and future dreams
(especially from grad students). We saw deepening relationships with
Chinese women here in Seattle. Lastly, we heard the scholars talk about
“love languages” and their families more this year. As one guest
at our marriage retreat said, “Thanks for your arrangement last
weekend, it is a fantastic experience. My host is so hospitable,
the activity of church is really lovely and lively.”






From Washington, D.C. to Beijing to Philadelphia,

Yaofang (Sunny) Zhang has gotten to know many of the faces of China
Outreach Ministries in her journey to faith. “Since the beginning of my
Christian walk,” Sunny says, “I've always had COM staff around as good
teachers and friends.”

Before she came to Christ, Sunny’s typical day was consumed with aca-
demic work. She explains, “When I had energy, I worked. When I was tired,
I rested so that I could work later”

Sunny first became acquainted with COM while a student at the University
of Maryland, College Park. She met “H” and was grateful for the practical
help that he offered her as she acclimated to life in the United States. The
Lord was at work, and Sunny came to Christ through a local campus ministry.
As a new Christian, Sunny returned to Beijing where she met another COM
staffer. “I got to know ‘N,” Sunny says. “We became really good friends and
she introduced me to a house church.”

After two years in Beijing, Sunny returned
“Once a student tothe US.to attend seminary in Philadelphia.
It was there that Sunny met “F,” a COM
staffer at Westminster Seminary. Sunny and
States, Sunny 1S NOW “F” became good friends —a “dear sister,”
Sunny likes to say.

visiting the United

sharing Christ’s
“I came to know that COM staff supported

and cared for each other just like family.”

academics on Sunny also says that the “heart-warming

American service towards Chinese students and

love with Chinese

; scholars” impressed her. While studying at
campuses.” Westminster, “F” recommended that Sunny
join COM herself.

Sunny joined China Outreach Ministries and graduated from Westminster.
Today, she works in the Philadelphia region to serve students and scholars at
St. Joseph’s University and Bryn Mawr College. Knowing the challenges that
students and scholars face, she works to reach out, build relationships, help
with studies and help adjust to life in the United States. Ultimately, she de-
sires to lead students and scholars to see Jesus and understand the gospel.
As she trains new Christians to live as followers of Christ, she will also help
them find a healthy and loving church when it comes time to return to China.
Sunny sums it up best: “Because of my own experience studying alone in
America as a visiting scholar and coming to Christ by our Father’s amazing
grace, I always have Chinese students and scholars on my heart” W



LOOkil’lg back at the end of last semester, Nick and Lydia Romanin

(Purdue University) said goodbye, for the first time, to their new
Chinese Christian brothers and sisters. These men and women returned to
China. They went to other schools. They joined the workforce.

“It was bittersweet,” Nick says, “but at the same time, August arrived with
hundreds of new students setting foot in the United States for the first time.”
This their first year welcoming students to Indiana’s Purdue University, Nick
and Lydia are learning that the greatest needs of visiting students may seem
mundane to most readers —setting up a bank account, activating a cell
phone. What is the number one thing Chinese students want at Wal-Mart?
“Time,” Nick says. “This is their first chance to see an American supermarket.
They want to take it all in” Students also want advice on everything from
table etiquette to local laws, even tips on how
to clean a dorm room or apartment.

Not fazed by the everydayness of ministry, Nick tells this story of one



Through our friendship we’ve talked about many things, including who he is
and where he is from. He told me that the reason he continued to come to the
seeker Bible studies was that he didn't feel pressured. He didn’t feel that I was
pushing him to attend and to believe, but just offering.”

Nick volunteers for the International Students and Scholars Department as
a courtesy driver. “This means that I wait at the Union with a Purdue van, and
whenever students arrive from the airport shuttles, I offer free rides to their
residence halls.” Nick says, “I had a lot of great conversations with these new

students, and for many of them, I was the first person from Purdue that they

had ever met. I've been a foreign exchange

student before, and I understand the “The reason he

nervousness and what it’s like to be in .

a strange country.” continued to come
Nick says that he is thankful that the to the seeker Bible

International Students and Scholars studies was that

Department at Purdue is so willing to allow .
on-campus ministries to participate in he didn’t feel
welcoming students. “I talked to one student pressured,”

who hadn’t slept in over 30 hours.” Nick says,
“They are all adults and can read instructions
on a piece of paper, but there is something about a welcoming face that is

just a little more comforting.”

On the home front, Nick and Lydia find their three children are growing up
right before their very eyes. Nick also believes he has found a way to fix the
leaky roof. This dichotomy that we all face in life is perhaps a sound analogy
of the Christian walk. The mundane and the miracles going together, often
hand-in-hand. What begins as a trip to Wal-Mart or a ride from the airport,
can lead to a life forever changed. M



In the early 1870s,

“Nearly half the day
is spent driving,
so why is it such a

popular trip?”
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Second
aughters

Duane and Jodi Decker




“First daughters
are loved.

Second daughters
are often sent to

an orphanage.”
|



Great News for Those 65+

D id you know that if you're 65 years of age or older, you can
receive a fixed income stream for life? Simply make a gift of $10,000 or
more in exchange for a Charitable Gift Annuity. The older you are, the higher
the rate you’'ll receive. It’s a great way to generate steady income for your
retirement as well as help China Outreach Ministries continue to share the

gospel with China’s future leaders.

If you'd like to learn more, we’re hosting a 30-minute
webinar Tuesday, November 17 at 1:00 p.m. (EST).
Our webinar presenter, Guy Burgo, will walk you
through all of the benefits of Charitable Gift Annuities

and answer any questions you may have. So please

join us, and other COM friends, for this exciting and

informative webinar. All you need is a computer
connected to the Internet. To register or ask questions
about the webinar, contact Jeff Krimmel in the COM Guy Burgo

Development Office at jkrimmel@chinaoutreach.org

or 717-591-3500.

Once registered, you will receive instructions on how to join the webinar on

November 17. Space is limited. Register today!

amazZon



Gift Bearers



Join China Outreach Ministries for a
Celebration Get-Together near you!
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